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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JaN1-

JaN 4-

JAN 5-

JAN 7-
JAN 8-
JAN10 -

JAN 11 -

JAN 12 -

JaN 15 -
JAN 16 -

JAN 18-

JaN 19-
Jan 21-
Jan 22 -
JaN 23 -

JAN 25 -

JAN 26-
JAN 28 -
JaN 29 -
JAN 31-

HAPPY NEW YEAR
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11 AM
COMMUNION SERVICE
BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
LINDA OATES’ BIRTHDAY
PRAYER MEETING (CHURCH) 6:30-7:30 PM
MEN’S BREAKFAST — HAYFIELD 8 AM
BRIAN BRILL’S BIRTHDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11 AM
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
FOLLOWS WORSHIP SERVICE (SEE ARTICLE)
BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
MOLLY MCVICKER’S BIRTHDAY
PHIL & MONIKA CASH’S ANNIVERSARY
PAT & GLENDA DOUSA 60™ ANNIVERSARY
& PAT’S 93T BIRTHDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11 AM
BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
GALEN AND JEANIE SPAID’S ANNIVERSARY
PRAYER MEETING AT LARUE’Ss 4 — 5 PM
ROLAND LAFOLLETTE’S BIRTHDAY
JONATHAN BRILL’S BIRTHDAY
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11 AM
BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH FELLOWSHIP
BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
ALFRED BILLING’S BIRTHDAY
ANGELA JENNINGS’S BIRTHDAY
MILLIE TRIPLETT’S BIRTHDAY
LADIES FELLOWSHIP 1130 AM

(SEE ARTICLE)

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

The annual congregational meeting of the
church will be held on Sunday, January
11, 2026. At this meeting, we will be
receiving reports from the various entities
within the church, electing officers, and
conducting other business that may come
before the meeting.

LADIES FELLOWSHIP

The Ladies will meet for fellowship and
food at Café de Sol in Winchester on
Saturday, January 31 from 11:30 am to
1:30 pm. If you need a ride, see Mary
Billings. This is always a great time of
sharing life together.

THANK You!

The VanDerLindens would like to say
thank you to everyone who sent cards
and gave gifts this Christmas season. We
continue to be blessed by the constant
care and thoughtfulness of the church
corporately and individually. We
appreciate all of you and look forward to
ministering together in the New Year!
Thank you for encouraging us and caring
for us so well.

We welcome any comments and suggestions.
Alan & Ginger Brill, alanbrill | @frontier.com
(304) 856-3635
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PASTOR’S PEN

Be Intentional

If you're anything like me, you might feel like the New Year has crept up on you faster than you
expected. I admit that I usually feel that way every year. It seems like Christmas is so far away, and in
an instant, it's gone. I don't know if you realize this, but that doesn't just happen. Each day, each week,
every month never lasts as long as we think it does. This Thursday will usher in 2026. Are you ready?
Have you thought about how you might want things to be different in 2026? No, I'm not talking about
making a resolution that will last a few days, maybe a week. I'm not even talking about changing a
particular behavior, per se. What I'm talking about is being more intentional next year.

In Luke 9:51, we read, "When the days drew near for Him to be taken up, He set his face to go to
Jerusalem." The crucifixion wasn't an afterthought. Jesus knew why He came and what would happen
when He arrived in Jerusalem for the last time. How did Jesus react to the coming crucifixion? When
the time came, "He set His face to go to Jerusalem." He lived from that moment on, intentionally
focusing on what His Father had called Him to accomplish. He didn't stop living, He didn't stop
teaching, He didn't stop performing miracles. However, He also stopped being so cryptic about the
coming future God had planned for Him.

When I say Jesus started living more intentionally, I don't mean He wasn't before; I mean His intentions
became more focused. The definition of Intentional is 'done by design.' It's not an action that happens on
its own. When you bake a cake, it rises because you 'intentionally' added the right ingredients to make it
rise. Yes, the ingredients were what made it rise, but without adding the correct ingredients, it would
never have happened. A more critical question for our discussion here might be, why did you add those
rising ingredients? Of course, the answer is because you wanted the cake to rise!

Are there things you would like to accomplish this year? They will never happen unless you live
intentionally. Take time at the beginning of this New Year to think about what you would like to
accomplish. Then break those goals down into manageable tasks. Consider adding these items to your
calendar as a reminder of what you're working toward!

And let me be so bold as to make one suggestion. Dream Big! Don't make your goals too temporal.
Anyone can lose weight or get in better shape. Most of us, with a bit of discipline, can find better
control over our finances. I want you to think about more eternal things. Plan on talking to a friend
about Jesus once a week (at a minimum). Invite a neighbor to church once a month (it takes more than
one invite to get someone to come). Plan to attend church every week (even when you're on vacation).
Plan on saying an encouraging word to someone at every church gathering. On the one hand, these are
small things. On the other hand, they are powerful things. But no matter how you view them, they will
never happen without you planning to do them - 'intentionally.'

~ Pastor Mike



