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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NoV 30- DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS
(SEE ARTICLE)

DEc1- BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
DEC2- CRYSTAL SPAID’S BIRTHDAY
DEC7- SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM

WORSHIP SERVICE 11 AM

PEARL HARBOR DAY
DEc8- BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
DEC11- PRAYER MEETING (CHURCH) 6:30 —7:30 PM

SHELVA SWITZER’S BIRTHDAY

JEANIE SPAID’S BIRTHDAY
DEC 13- MEN’S BREAKFAST — 8 AM

HAYFIELD FAMILY RESTAURANT
DEC 14 - FELLOWSHIP LUNCH AFTER WORSHIP
BRING A DISH TO SHARE

LAST DAY FOR TOYS FOR TOTS DONATIONS
DEc 15- BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
DEC16- BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
DEC 17- SUSAN CLARK’S BIRTHDAY
DEC 18- PRAYER MEETING AT LARUE’S 4- 5:00PM
DEC19- CHRISTMAS CAROLING (SEE ARTICLE)
DEC 21 - CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 7 PM WITH LIGHT

REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW (SEE ARTICLE)
DEC22- NoOBIBLE STUDY

BETTY WINGFIELD’S BIRTHDAY
DEC 25- CHRISTMAS DAY

DEC28- PUT CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AWAY
AFTER SERVICE

DECc29 BIBLE STUDY 10 AM
DEC30- JANET FRIES’ BIRTHDAY

JAN4-  COMMUNION SUNDAY

Merry Chwistmas
And
Happy New Year

DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR THE
CHRISTMAS SEASON

As has been the case for the past several years,
we will be decorating the church and Parish Hall
for the Christmas season on the first Sunday in
Advent, which is today! Hopefully you brought
a snack to eat. Either way, plan on staying to help
decorate.

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

The annual Christmas Candlelight Service will
be held on Sunday evening, December 21 at 7
pm. The service will be a Traditional Lessons
and Carols service. Light refreshments will
follow.

Christmas Caroling

We will meet at the church on December 19 at
6:30 pm to embark on a ‘Caroling Tour’ for
those who currently can’t make it to church. If
you like to sing — and even if you don’t — come
out and enjoy some fellowship as we bless
others in our congregation!

We welcome any comments and suggestions.
timberridgechristianchurch@gmail.com
(304) 856-3658
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PASTOR’S PEN

The Incarnation

At Christmastime, you often hear people talk about “The Incarnation.” Incarnation is a fancy word for what happened
in the birth of Jesus. When Jesus was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary, Jesus, the second person of the
Trinity, took on human flesh. We use the word Incarnation to describe what John writes in chapter one of his gospel.
After declaring that Jesus is The Word, John 1:14 says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

One of the great things about celebrating the Incarnation is that we can know it was part of God’s plan. In Genesis
chapter 3, God promises to send a Messiah from the seed of the woman. This descendant will crush the enemy. It took
a long time for this promise to be fulfilled, but at Christmas, we see God moving to redeem a sinful people from a
fallen world and begin building His kingdom. The first part needed was to send His Son, so that He could be the
Savior of the world.

The second thing we can celebrate at Christmas is that God sent His Son at just the right time. Galatians 4:4-5 says,
But, when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the Law, to redeem those
who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons and daughters. Have you ever thought about the
fact that without the Incarnation, you would never be able to be redeemed and adopted into the family of God? Instead,
you would have remained in bondage to sin, outside the kingdom, and liable to the just punishment of God.

That brings me to the third thing you can celebrate at Christmas. Jesus accomplished all that God had planned for
Him. His birth, sinless life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection were all accomplished exactly as God
ordained. In the Incarnation, the plan of God was realized in a way that even the prophets (and the disciples) failed to
understand. Jesus would finally fulfil the Law’s requirements, which Adam failed to uphold. What you could never
accomplish on your own was taken care of by Jesus. He not only fulfilled the righteous requirements for Himself, but,
as the eternal Son of God, He was able to fulfill all the requirements for every child of God.

Are you ever unsure of precisely what you should celebrate at Christmas? Is it about gifts? It is.

Is it about family? It is. Is it about God and the church? It’s about all of this. In the Incarnation, God gave us the
greatest gift, Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah. He is the second person of the Triune God. He took on human flesh
and lived with us! He showed us who God really is and made a way for us to be reconciled with Him. When you put
your trust in Him, you no longer have to fear the coming wrath of God. And more than that, not only are you forgiven,
you are adopted into the family of God and made an heir of the righteousness of Christ. As a child of the King, you are
now a member of the church, one of the people of God. There is no greater reason to celebrate Christmas than the
Incarnation. Emmanuel, God with us. May you know the peace of a Savior who loves you enough to leave heaven and
come to earth to be laid in a manger.

Merry Christmas — Pastor Mike



